
 

 

 

 

Love Your Children 

CHILDREN are a blessed gift from God. We read in James 1:17 

that “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and 
cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no 
variableness, neither shadow of turning.” And while you may 
naturally love your children (it’s easier some times more than at 
others!), did you know that it is also a command of God? 

The apostle Paul directed that the aged women teach the young 
women to love their children (Titus 2:4), and he wrote to fathers 
in Ephesus 6:4 to “provoke not your children to wrath: but bring 
them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” 

So we know God wants you to love your children, but how?  What 
does that mean? 

Love is a DECISION — not an emotion or feeling. As such, it 
involves the right attitudes and actions. God wants you to love 
your children by identifying and meeting their needs as a 
nurturing parent and dear friend. 

Loving your children does not mean letting them make all of their 
own decisions, or giving them whatever they want.  Given the 
choice, most children would eat candy bars for breakfast, lunch, 
and dinner; but you know, as a parent, the necessity of insisting 
on a more balanced diet! 

Beyond physical food, loving your children involves exercising 
your parental authority to guide sons and daughters in the areas 
of required sleep, entertainment, friendships, and essential 
spiritual education. 

Boundaries established and firmly maintained demonstrate a 
loving parental friendship inwardly craved by children. The 
wisdom of Proverbs 22:6 instructs parents to “Train up a child in 
the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from 
it.” 

A loving Heavenly Father demonstrates this selfless attitude and 
action taken by showing us His love: “For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). 

Parents: love your children! God’s Word shows you how! 

 Pastor Timothy P. Geist 

 

That I May Know Him 

“That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the 
fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his 
death” — Philippians 3:10. 

HERE IS THE TRUE MOTIVATION behind the ministry of the 

apostle Paul. These words are a continuation of the thought 
expressed in the two preceding verses where Paul describes 
what it means to become a follower of Jesus Christ. At the 
moment of salvation the old life ends and a new life begins 
(verse 8). Because the believer is now “found in him” (verse 9), 
old ties are severed and a new relationship with God has 
commenced. 

“That I may know him” was the energizing desire of the apostle. 
It drove him with real purpose in his ministry, for more than 
anything he desired a relationship with Christ that was truly 
intimate. 

This relationship goes both ways: the phrase is also expressive of 
the fellowship that our Saviour desires to have with you. While it 
speaks about having knowledge or an understanding of Jesus 
Christ, it is not referring to merely having an intellectual 
understanding of God. Rather, it speaks of a knowledge gained 
experientially, on a personal level. The “power of his 
resurrection” not only provides salvation, but also the life of 
victory over the flesh.  

Paul’s goal of knowing Christ is for every believer. For it to 
happen there must first be the beginning of a relationship. It is 
only when I am in Him, that I can then know Him.  

A relationship this close will affect every aspect of your life. 
Being made “conformable to his death” entails dying to self. 
Your focus will no longer be upon yourself, but on Jesus. Even 
within the “fellowship of his sufferings,” Paul “suffered the loss 
of all things” because he no longer counted them as being more 
important than his relationship with his Saviour.  

It is easy, in your very busy life, to lose focus on Jesus Christ. 
With all the things around you vying for your attention, you 
must intentionally purpose to allow the Lord to remove those 
things that would wrest you away from Him. This is not the easy 
path, as loss never is, but it is the necessary path to live your 
new life in Him and to truly know Him. 

 Evangelist Chris Majors 
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A Perspective on Praise 

 

PRAISE is one of the most powerful tools God gives us. 

Just the fact that the sun, moon and stars are there, together 
with the earth and its plethora of plant and animal life shouts 
abundant praise to a Creator. This undeniable observation is the 
means by which God generally reveals Himself to mankind (Psalm 
19:1; Romans 1:20). When we really behold nature and the 
intricate design and harmony involved, we are pointed to the 
Creator — which should cause us to search for more answers as 
to who this amazing God is. 

Such a search can only be accurately and specifically satisfied 
through one source. The only way that God has chosen to 
specifically reveal Himself to us is through the pages of His holy 
Word. The Bible specifically gives these and many other truths 
throughout its precious pages.  It is through scripture that God 
personally reveals to us what we are (Roman 3:23), what that 
means (Romans 6:23), and how we can, through God’s grace, be 
saved from the awful penalty that otherwise awaits us (John 
5:24). 

God also declares in His Word that we (mankind) are special!  The 
books of Genesis and Hebrews explain how God formed us with 
His hands and breathed into us the breath of life, which is unique 
in to everything else that He spoke into existence.  To paraphrase, 
it can be said that we are “the crown of His creation.”  Indeed, we 
have been made in the “image and likeness of God,” and as such 
are given the ability to have a personal relationship with Him. 
This fact takes the power tool of praise to another level.  

Being able to understand who God is and what He has done, as 
well as what He continues to do for us, creates an attitude of awe 
and thankfulness that generates a desire to give Him praise. Only 
mankind can praise God through words that are spoken and 
written. What’s more, when we give praise to our God, it has the 
power to affect Him. Yes, what you do, say, and think, does affect 
God! Why? Because praise is letting Him know that you attribute 
all these things to Him, and when others hear or read your praise, 
they are caused to think about God. Not only that, but the praise-
giver is also affected. We benefit when we express our genuine 
thankfulness to the Creator God in a meaningful way.  

With praise being so important and powerful, it must be truly 
understood. To better understand praise we need a proper 
perspective.  The few points of praise addressed above were 
considering a vertical perspective from man to God. Praise can 
also be exercised on a horizontal perspective between people.  In 
the next article I’ll further dissect praise and begin to explore 
more of the many aspects of this most powerful gift God has 
given to us, the crown of His creation! 

 Principal Jim Kiesel 

Worry does not take away tomorrow’s troubles; it takes away today’s peace! 
 

Are You Ready for the 

Rapture? 

THE RAPTURE is the next event on God’s prophetic calendar. 

Exactly what is “the Rapture?” It is the first stage of the second 
coming of Jesus Christ — that “twinkling-of-an-eye” moment 
when He shall come for all His saints and catch them up to be 
with Him forever. It is a greatly anticipated event, spoken of 
many times in the New Testament. For example: 

Jesus said: “In my Father's house are many mansions: if it 
were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for 
you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, 
and receive you unto myself…” (John 14:2-3). 

“For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: 
and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive 
and remain shall be caught up together with them in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be 
with the Lord” (I Thessalonians 4:16-17). 

“Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we 
shall all be changed, In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, 
at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead 
shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed” (I 
Corinthians 15:51-52). 

According to the Bible, the Rapture could happen at any moment. 
There are no prophesied events yet to be fulfilled before the 
Rapture can take place, and no warning will be given. Jesus said: 
“Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth 
come … Therefore BE YE ALSO READY: for in such an hour as ye 
think not the Son of man cometh” (Matthew 24:42-44). 

How can we be ready? 

The ONLY way you can be ready for this coming event is to be 
SAVED. The scripture passage in First Thessalonians chapter 4 
(cited above) qualifies those who will be caught up to meet Christ 
in the air. Verse 14 — “For IF we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again…” This is what it means to be truly saved, to be born again 
the Bible way. 

“That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and 
shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the 
dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth 
unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made 
unto salvation” (Romans 10:9-10). 

Don’t be left behind! Why? Because the Rapture triggers a 
terrible series of prophesied divine judgments upon the earth and 
its inhabitants such as has never before been seen.  

 Pastor Robert J. Sargent 

 

 

 Want to hear sound Bible preaching? 
Log on to: 

http://www.bbcoakharbor.org/#/sermons 



 

God’s Awesome Creatures 

THE LORD is an awesome God, so it should be no surprise that as 

we look at the works of His hands, we should be awed by the 
things which He has made. Job tells us that He “doeth great things 
past finding out; yea, and wonders without number” (Job 9:10). If 
we stop to really meditate upon the complexity of the biological 
systems, the remarkable design found throughout creation, or the 
mathematical precision with which the universe runs, we realize 
that it is the height of blind faith to believe that evolution, through 
random, chance mutations over millions of years, could ever 
produce such a mind-boggling creation! 

Consider just one of God’s complex creatures — the lyre bird. 

The lyre bird is a moderately sized bird, about the size of a 
pheasant, native to southeastern Australia and southern Tasmania. 
It is a beautiful bird, with a fantastic spread of tail feathers, 
reminiscent of a peacock. Lyre birds mainly eat insects, such as 
beetles, moths, and cockroaches; but are known to also prey on 
frogs, earthworms, lizards, and even seeds. They live a long time — 
up to thirty years.  
The most amazing characteristic of this animal, though, is not its 

impressive tail spread, but its song, or songs, and noises! The lyre 

bird is a superb mimic. You may be familiar with the Northern 

Mockingbird, which imitates 10-15 different songbirds. The male 

lyre bird mimics over 20 different bird species in order to protect 

his territory and attract a mate. 

However, it does not limit its 
repertoire to other birds. A lyre 
bird will learn to mimic many of 
the sounds it hears around it. One 
lyre bird, named “Chook,” a 
former resident of the Adelaide 
Zoo in South Australia, would 
mimic an electric drill, handsaw, 
chainsaw, water drops, a truck’s 
reverse warning sound, and 2-way 
radio chatter. Other lyre birds 
have been recorded mimicking a 
camera with a motorized shutter! 

The lyre bird’s ability to mimic the 
sounds around him is truly astounding! This is not the result of 
millions of years of bird evolution. The lyre bird, or, more likely, 
an ancestor of it, was created on Day Five (Genesis 1:20-23), 
along with all the other birds. They were created fully functional 
and reproduced after their own kind. When we read the Bible, 
we see an account of creation that makes sense, is reliable, and 
that is consistent with what we observe in creation. Don’t be 
duped by modern evolutionary science. 

 Evangelist Mike McDowell 

 

To watch a YouTube video of “Chook” imitating the sounds of construction work 
taking place at the Adelaide Zoo, link to: 

www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=WeQjkQpeJwY 

 

Four Sins that will Destroy a 

Generation 

“There is a generation that curseth their father, and doth not bless 
their mother. There is a generation that are pure in their own eyes, 
and yet is not washed from their filthiness. There is a generation, O 

how lofty are their eyes! and their eyelids are lifted up. There is a 
generation, whose teeth are as swords, and their jaw teeth as 

knives, to devour the poor from off the earth, and the needy from 
among men” — Proverbs 30:11-14. 

FOR MANY YEARS NOW, the emphasis at Bible Baptist Church 

has been “Committed to the Next Generation.” Whether in our 
Sunday children’s programs, our K-12 Christian School ministry, our 
youth and young adult fellowships, or our Bible Training Institute, 
the focus has been on developing the next generation of Christians 
to be godly servants, leaders, and citizens. 

Satan also has a mission. Clearly, he is seeking to destroy the 

next generation — and thereby the future of our homes, our 

churches, and our nation. Judging by the many heartbreaking 

events we see happening throughout our land, it seems he is 
succeeding. The Proverbs identify four sins that will literally 
destroy a generation — within the space of that generation! 

ONE: Rebellion and disrespect to God-ordained authority. In 
order to restrain man’s wickedness, God established authorities 
over each of us. His authority starts in the home (Ephesians 6:1-
2). When children are permitted to disrespect and disobey their 
parents, they will later have difficulty submitting to their 
employers and to the laws of society. 

TWO: Self-righteous religion. The attitudes of “I’m a good person” 
and “I go to church,” etc., are not only deceiving, but will not 
stand at the Judgment. Only Jesus Christ can wash us clean from 
the filthiness of our sin (Revelation 1:5). 

THREE: Pride. This is the number one sin on God’s “hate list” 
(Proverbs 6:16-17). In the center of the word P·R·I·D·E is “I,” 
which describes the sin exactly. Pride is living independently from 
God. It speaks to the rampant narcissism of many today. 

FOUR: Reviling words — words that “tear down” others, that are 
abusive, critical, and unkind. God created our mouths to speak 
and sing His praises (James 3:8-16). 
TAKE A LOOK AROUND. DO YOU SEE ANY OF THESE ATTITUDES 
AND ACTIONS TODAY? 

Annual MEN’S RALLY … FEBRUARY 6-7 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JOHN GANO 

A Good Minister in War and Peace 

GEORGE WASHINGTON said of the Revolutionary War chaplains, 

“Baptist chaplains are the most prominent and useful in the 
army.” A total of six Baptist preachers served in the Continental 
Army during the war, and one of them that caused our first 
president to speak with such praise was John Gano. 

On July 22, 1727, in Hopewell, New Jersey, John Gano was born to 
a Presbyterian father and a Baptist mother. As he grew up in this 
mixed religious atmosphere, young John was wisely told to pursue 
the truth, regardless of where it led him. When he was 20 years 
old, John realized his need for a Saviour and accepted the Lord 
Jesus Christ. He might have become a Presbyterian like his father 
but, as he compared the Westminster Confession with the Bible, 
the Confession’s errors, particularly regarding infant baptism, 
became apparent to him. Leaving Presbyterianism for the sake of 
the truth, he was scripturally baptized into the First Baptist church 
of Hopewell. 

John surrendered to preach while in his late twenties, and was 
trained in the Hopewell church by Pastor Isaac Eaton. He was 
ordained by the church on March 29, 1754, and shortly thereafter 
married Miss Sarah Stites, the daughter of the mayor of 
Elizabethtown, New Jersey. 

Seeking to gain preaching experience, Gano began his work for the 
Lord as an itinerant preacher. Evangelism was his passion. He 
traveled to North Carolina and, in 1757, accepted an invitation to 
pastor a congregation of settlers who had moved to the Yadkin 
Valley from New Jersey (a location known as the “Jersey 
Settlement”). 
During this time, Gano led about 700 people in a peaceful revolt 

against the Vestry Tax. North Carolina had a state “church” and 

the Vestry Act provided tax money to support its clergy. The Act 

also required that every minister in the 

colony should have a certificate from the bishop of London 
certifying that he had “...been duly ordained, conform to Ye 
Doctrine and Discipline of Ye Church of England...” Governor 
Tryon and his administration turned against the freedom-loving 
Baptists because of their protests, and sought to deprive them of 
every civil and religious right — ultimately resulting in an exodus 
of the Baptists from the area. 

In 1762, John Gano became the pastor of First Baptist Church in 
New York City. Over time, its twenty-six members grew to two 
hundred. 

On October 14, 1774, Gano joined a delegation of Baptist 
preachers in Philadelphia to once again petition the members of 
the Continental Congress to pursue religious liberty in their plans 
for a new nation. 

The War of Independence brought great hardship for Gano. In 
1776, the British captured New York. As an ardent revolutionary, 
Gano was forced to leave the city and his flock. 

Joining the American forces, he was appointed to minister to the 
troops under General Washington. He distinguished himself in 
battle though not actually a member of the fighting force. At one 
point, he was separated from the surgeons and ended up on the 
front lines. Large numbers of men were retreating from the 
British onslaught, but a band of six hundred stood their ground 
against the enemy. Gano’s sense of honor compelled him to stay, 
knowing that his retreat to relative safety with the surgeons could 
dishearten the men and brand him a coward. Baptist historian 
William Cathcart, quoting another, says, “In the fierce conflict on 
Chatterton’s Hill, Mr. Gano was continually under fire, and his cool 
and quiet courage in thus fearlessly exposing himself was 
afterwards commented on the most glowing terms by the officers 
who stood near him.” 

At the Yorktown victory that essentially won the war for the 
Americans, Washington gave Gano the honor of offering the 
prayer of thanksgiving for the battle’s outcome. 

While it is disregarded by some, there is evidence that John Gano 
baptized George Washington, apparently after Washington had 
said: “I have been investigating the scriptures, and I believe 
immersion to be the baptism taught in the Word of God, and I 
demand it at your hands. I do not wish any parade made or the 
army called out, but a quiet demonstration of the ordinance.” (A 
painting of Washington’s baptism hangs in the chapel of William 
Jewell College in Liberty, Missouri.) 

His military duties ending as the war closed, Gano redirected his 
energy, said to be great, to re-establishing the church in New 
York. Then, after more than two decades of leading the First 
Baptist Church in New York, the needs of the Kentucky frontier 
called him away. In 1788, he settled near Lexington, Kentucky, 
assuming the pastorate of the Town Fork church. He remained 
there till his death sixteen years later in 1804. 
The Lord used John Gano‘s life and ministry to have an impact 
upon many in the years around our nation‘s birth, from the 
greatest men in American history to average men that history 
never knew. This was because, wherever it led, the truth of God’s 
Word was his guide. 

 

JANUARY 2015 at BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH 

 Ladies Bible Fellowship – Monday, 12TH, 7:00 P.M. 
Open to all ladies 

 Moms & More – Thursday, 15TH, 10:00 A.M. 
For expectant and new mothers 

 Bible Training Institute – in-depth theological studies 
Lectures in systematic theology — week of January 19TH. 

 Men’s Breakfast Bible Study – Saturday, 31ST, 8:00 A.M. 
Open to all men 

 Compass Fellowship – Saturday, 31ST, 6:00 P.M. 
A fellowship for young married couples 

 “SPG” Fellowship – Saturday, 31ST, 6:00 P.M. 
A fellowship for “singles pleasing God” (college age) 

 
Call the Church office for details: 360.675.8311 


